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2 June 1978
MBK-8030
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, FCS
SUBJECT ¢ PTI Evaluation
1. Attached is a copy of an evaluation prepared by | | on STAT

a l-month sample coverage of Bombay PTI English press agency transmissions.
It is quite thorough, and there is not much I can add to it.

2. As you probably know, the five daily half-hour PTI transmissions
are at 0130, 0530 (not Sunday), 0600 (Sunday only), 0930, 1230 and 1500 GMT.
At present the first two casts provide a jump on processing some items which
would later appear from voice, since we do not have a South Asian monitor on
duty until 0830 GMI. This will not be a factor, however, when our fourth
South Asian monitor is trained and in rotation, as we will then institue a
day shift.

3. It appears I misspoke slightly in BKO50 initial report on the
evaluation. Doublechecking the figures on our September '77 SAMACHAR
évaluation, Iisee we found about 337 of the items fileworthy, whereas the
figure for PTI is about 25%. I presume from your concurrence with our
suggestion to seek a subscription that you still find th#s a respectable
percentage. It's also noteworthy that a relatively large percentage of the
fileable PPI items consisted of brief-type material, and there were very
few items meriting high precedence treatment, although this may just be a
reflection of the relatively uneventful period in which the survey was taken.

4. We are pushing ahead with negotiations on subscription for initial
3 months to be fa#llowed by l-year contract in October. I hope our efforts
to contact PTI bring a better response than those with SAMACHAR last year.
We never even got an acknowledgement at that time.

FOR THE CHIEF, FBIS BANGKOK BUREAU:

STAT

Deputy Chief
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attempted to cover the crisis and to stay current. leen the vanarics o

of Kabul reception at Ban rlkok and oLher bureaus, this may he something to
keep in nind,

Un the other hund, PTI seems to be able to reach new depths in mundane
~cpo“taga, thile a’ ,ypical routine item from Delhi Hadio or ISI will
dezl with discissions in the Indian legislature or a politician's views on -
ciaging sone "oVernmental procedure, its PI1 counterpart will consist of
a vbusiness —an's statement at a conmunity Seminar or ihe production
plang of on 1nu1viuual enternrise,

AS gin all studies 1nv01vinm statisbics, the numbers may be manipulated
to J‘OCUL” a variety of results. My only observation from working with
these’ Filzuris is that the’ percentagze of filevnrthy tfems from 271 as the
first ot unique source may be slmghtly misleading., &lthough 57 itcems from
tlifs cateoygry were considered to be fileworthy, a significant number of.
those items wo: ln pLoodoly have been £fi lcd as briefs.

0

Attached are the-worksaeets giving the daily bréskdown.

HOr S R | STAT
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ond Ean*;1¢, 4 1tgms of the total, or.7 percent, were human intecest
storics,

UEf the 474 itemq Lrangmlttcd by ”TI, 199 (41 percent) were also carried

Domagtic topics.were”trééted by 214 ttemé, some 45 percent pf the total,

by ~ifther Delh i Ladio or IaI -
One hundied t“enty-eiwht_items'(274percent of tbe total) were cnrried
i ‘adio or ILI before they were carried by PTI,

Seventyeone items (14 percent of the total) were carried by Pl first
and treon later esrried by Delhi tadio or. 18I, - ~

. A total of 57 items carried by P11l before Delhd tadic or 18I, or
Cearvied ,ulvlj Sy £T1, were congidered to be fileworthy, This geprgsents
~ 7o ~eut 0L chc Total punber transmitted agd 47 percent of the 119 items

~Tomivered to he fileworthy, ‘

~— 3

Ffou~ of Lhu “ilevworthy “PTL first or only source" items would most
likely beve been filed at pr ioLity precederce, (Two weather items, an ‘
iicm on il suoply of CLA arms to Kamphas aud one on Asad's vitit to India),

This rupconents 7 percent oE the total for that category,
Yhrce of the rileworthy\“l’il‘ irst or only source" items would most

likelv have been filed at O/ wrccedence. Two of these items added [urthe
leta’ls to the f£ast breaking Kagbul crisis {(fighting in Kabutl and a

biowrawhy of {ader) while the third concerned Indira Gandhi's denial

of knowledse of the nuclear device in the Himalaya .) These three itens

represedt 5 vercent ox the £ CWOrthy "“11 first or only source" items,

It appears as thou”h PrY huk as more of an effo”t to provide a
reason oly £vll account of a major news story tﬂuﬂ did SALACHA . lajor
PT1l stories are generally longer than vere 1ne1r SAHACHAL countevparts

and frequently run seveval Y1 tan;?.

driag the l-month evuluation,‘nO'items were transuitted from the
mm] incd revs pool,

iy nersonal impressions are that Press Lrust of India mmktu a food
attempt to provide timely coverage of important or fast breaking news,
During the initial stazes of the Afghan crisis, it carried numerous items
citing Kobul ..adio, Even though Jmngkok'ﬁureau was able to nrovide nore
tinely coverage Lrom delhi orvcprtalh Kabul casts than could huve been
Cerived froa LWl transmissions, it 18 nonetheless noteworthy thai Vi1
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